The value of a philosophical perspective in teaching the basic medical sciences.
A major challenge for medical education is the cultivation of practitioners capable of embracing both the physico-chemical and transcendent dimensions of human life. A widely accepted approach to this dilemma has been the introduction of the humanities, and more specifically philosophy, into the medical curriculum. The integration of philosophical thinking into the educational process is, however, hampered by its apparent incompatibility with the scientific/reductionist mindset preeminent in modern medicine. A method of presenting relevant philosophic themes within the context of the basic medical sciences is proposed. It involves the identification and development of philosophic content inherent within the scientific subjects that we teach.